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ST. PATRICK'S DAY in Chicago is not just a date on the calendar; it's a cultural 
explosion of green, music, and spirited celebration. Central to this annual 
EXTRAVAGANZA (show, festival) are two iconic traditions: the St. Patrick's Day Parade 
and the dyeing of the Chicago River green. Together, they create a festive 
ATMOSPHERE (ambiance, feel) that captivates the city and visitors alike, making 
March 17th a day of shared joy, cultural pride, and memorable moments. 
 
SPELL ST. PATRICK’S DAY CHICAGO  PARADE 
What holiday are we discussing today? ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
What city’s celebration will we be focusing on? CHICAGO 
What kind of atmosphere did I say captivates the city and visitors alike? FESTIVE  
Name one of the iconic St. Patrick’s Day traditions in Chicago. ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
PARADE, DYEING OF THE CHICAGO RIVER GREEN 
Name one of the synonyms I listed for atmosphere. AMBIANCE, FEEL 
March 17th is a day of shared _____, _____, and _____. Name one. JOY, CULTURAL 
PRIDE, MEMORABLE MOMENTS 
What is the date of St. Patrick’s Day? March 17  
Name another holiday you know of.  
Name another place with a large St. Patrick’s Day celebration.  
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How do the iconic traditions of the St. Patrick's Day Parade and the dyeing of the 
Chicago River green contribute to creating a festive atmosphere in Chicago? What 
impact do you think they have on the city and its residents? 
 

 
 
The St. Patrick's Day Parade in Chicago is a dazzling showcase of Irish culture and 
community spirit. The parade, which winds its way through the city's downtown, is a 
SPECTACLE (sight, display) of vibrant green, echoing with the sounds of BAGPIPES, 
lively music, and the rhythmic steps of Irish dancers. From colorful floats to spirited 
marchers, the parade is a visual feast that reflects Chicago's rich IRISH heritage and 
diverse community. Families, friends, and locals gather along the parade route, creating 
an atmosphere of CAMARADERIE (friendship, companionship) and shared celebration 
that permeates the city streets. 
 
SPELL DAZZLING  SHARED  DOWNTOWN 
The parade winds its way through the city’s _______. DOWNTOWN 
What do families, friends, and locals gather along? PARADE ROUTE 
What word did I use that means friendship and companionship? CAMARADERIE 
The parade is a visual feast that reflects Chicago’s rich ____ and ____. Name one. 
IRISH HERITAGE, DIVERSE COMMUNITY 
Name one of the sounds that echo through the city. BAGPIPES, LIVELY MUSIC, 
RHYTMIC STEPS OF IRISH DANCERS 
The parade is a dazzling showcase of two things. Name one of them. IRISH CULTURE, 
COMMUNITY SPIRIT 
Name another instrument you know of.  
Describe a celebration that is important in your culture.  
 
One of the most anticipated moments during Chicago's St. Patrick's Day celebration is 
the annual transformation of the Chicago River into a stunning shade of green. Dating 
back to 1962, this tradition began as a creative initiative by then-mayor STEPHEN M. 
BAILEY. Today, the river-dyeing spectacle involves the use of an ECO-FRIENDLY 
vegetable-based dye that temporarily transforms the river into a RADIANT (glowing, 
beaming) emerald green masterpiece. The sight of the river flowing in brilliant green 
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hues has become an iconic symbol of Chicago's commitment to celebrating St. Patrick's 
Day in a unique and unforgettable manner. 
 
SPELL MOMENTS  CREATIVE  RIVER 
What color do they dye the river? GREEN 
What kind of eco-friendly dye is used on the river? VEGETABLE BASED 
Name the word I used that means glowing or beaming. RADIANT 
What was Stephen M. Bailey’s job? MAYOR 
Dying the river has become an iconic symbol of Chicago’s commitment to celebrating 
St. Patrick’s Day in a ____ and _____ manner. Name one. UNIQUE, 
UNFORGETTABLE 
What year does this tradition go back to? 1962 
Name something else you know of that can be eco-friendly.  
Reflecting on the description of the Chicago River turning into a radiant emerald green 
masterpiece, how does this visual spectacle impact the cultural identity of Chicago and 
its association with St. Patrick's Day, creating a lasting impression for those who witness 
this iconic transformation? 
If you were given the opportunity to contribute a creative twist to the annual Chicago 
River dyeing tradition for St. Patrick's Day, what innovative idea or element would you 
introduce to enhance the spectacle and make it even more unforgettable?  
 
 

 
 
While the visual impact of the green river is MESMERIZING (attractive, gripping), 
organizers are KEENLY (strongly, acutely) aware of the environmental impact. The 
chosen dye is carefully vetted to be non-toxic and environmentally friendly. It 
DISSOLVES naturally within a few days, leaving no lasting harm to the river's 
ecosystem. This delicate balance between celebration and environmental responsibility 
ensures that the tradition can be enjoyed by generations to come, demonstrating 
Chicago's commitment to SUSTAINABILITY (livable, renewable) in its festive traditions. 
 
SPELL VISUAL  TRADITION  FRIENDLY 
Organizers are keenly aware of the ____ impact. ENVIRONMENTAL 
Dying the river leaves no lasting harm to the river’s ______. ECOSYSTEM 
What does Chicago demonstrate commitment to? SUSTAINABILITY 
Name one of the synonyms listed for mesmerizing. ATTRACTIVE, GRIPPING 
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The dye is carefully vetted to be two things. Name one of them. NON TOXIC, 
ENVIORNMENTALLY FRIENDLY 
 
Beyond the visual spectacle, both the parade and the river-dyeing tradition hold 
IMMENSE (huge, vast) cultural significance for Chicagoans. The parade is a platform 
for showcasing the city's multicultural identity, with diverse communities coming together 
to celebrate Irish heritage and promote INCLUSIVITY (considerate, equitable). The 
river, transformed into a sea of green, becomes a canvas that reflects the city's 
commitment to preserving and celebrating its cultural roots, fostering a sense of pride 
and UNITY among its residents. 
 
SPELL HERITAGE  ROOTS PRIDE 
The traditions hold immense _____ _____ for Chicagoans. CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The parade is a platform for showcasing the city’s ____ _____. MULTICULTURAL 
IDENTITY 
What word did I use that means huge or vast? IMMENSE 
The river fosters two things among its residents. Name one of them. PRIDE, UNITY 
Name a synonym mentioned for inclusivity. CONSIDERATE, EQUITABLE 
Name a city in your state.  
How do the annual parade and river-dyeing tradition in Chicago go beyond their visual 
appeal, serving as powerful expressions of cultural significance, inclusivity, and unity 
among the city's diverse communities? 
 

 
 

The St. Patrick's Day festivities in Chicago are not confined to the parade route or the 
riverbanks; they PERMEATE (infuse, fill) neighborhoods and communities across the 
city. Local businesses, schools, and cultural organizations actively participate in the 
celebration, organizing events, parades, and festivities that bring people together. 
Families decked in green ATTIRE (clothing, apparel), friends enjoying the parade, and 
local businesses contributing to the vibrant atmosphere create a sense of community 
ENGAGEMENT that defines the day. 
 
SPELL FESTIVITIES CLOTHING  TOGETHER 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/infomatique/13243421473/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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What word did I use that means infuse or fill? PERMEATE 
Local businesses contribute to the vibrant _____. ATMOSPHERE 
The vibrant atmosphere creates a sense of _____ engagement. COMMUNITY 
Name one of the things that local businesses, schools, and cultural organizations 
organize to bring people together? EVENTS, PARADES, FESTIVITIES 
Name one of the synonyms I mentioned for attire. CLOTHING, APPAREL 
Name one of the two things the St. Patrick’s Day festivities permeate across the city. 
NEIGHBORHOODS, COMMUNITIES 
Name another parade you know of.  
In your opinion, what role do events, parades, and festivities organized by local 
businesses, schools, and cultural organizations play in reinforcing a sense of 
community engagement in your city?  
 
Creative Writing: 
 
In a futuristic Chicago, where St. Patrick's Day festivities have evolved with advanced 
technology, describe the experience of participating in a virtual reality parade. What 
sights, sounds, and surprises make this celebration unique? 
 
Imagine you are a spectator at the St. Patrick's Day Parade in Chicago. How do the 
sights, sounds, and overall atmosphere of the parade influence your perception of the 
city's cultural richness and shared identity? 
 
Explore the impact of the St. Patrick's Day Parade on the local economy and 
businesses in Chicago. How does the event contribute to a sense of community and 
pride among residents while also promoting cultural tourism? 
 
Sources:  
https://www.choosechicago.com/articles/holidays/st-patricks-day-chicago/ 
 
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/blog/10-things-you-might-not-have-known-about-st-
patricks-day-in-chicago-031017 
 
https://www.travelandleisure.com/holiday-travel/history-of-why-chicago-river-turns-
green-st-patricks-day  

https://www.choosechicago.com/articles/holidays/st-patricks-day-chicago/
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/blog/10-things-you-might-not-have-known-about-st-patricks-day-in-chicago-031017
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/blog/10-things-you-might-not-have-known-about-st-patricks-day-in-chicago-031017
https://www.travelandleisure.com/holiday-travel/history-of-why-chicago-river-turns-green-st-patricks-day
https://www.travelandleisure.com/holiday-travel/history-of-why-chicago-river-turns-green-st-patricks-day

